
As spring has come upon us, it is time to start cleaning up those lovely 
Corvettes that have been in hibernation all winter long.  Time to stretch 
those legs and tune those exhaust notes!  Car show season is starting 
and we all can’t wait to see those shiny rides so we fall in love with 
them all over again.   

 

Come and look inside this issue to find what fun and exciting club 
events are coming up and see some new items included that were in-
spired from past issues.   

 

And remember, while you are out cruising in your Corvette: 

 

April 2015 

 

 

Starting in May, if you know of any local Cruise-in’s that are happening during 
the summer, send the information to Newsletter@corvetteclubofrichmond.com.  A page 
will be dedicated to local summer Cruise-In’s during the summer months. 
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Kirby 

Dear fellow CCR members, 
 
Spring is here, the weather is getting nicer and I am ready for some prime Vette time! 
We had a great turnout in spite of the cold weather for the Bunny Run. With the help 
of many CCR members, Cecile achieved her goal of over 1900 bunnies collect-
ed for the 19th annual CCR Bunny Run! Congratulations and many thanks to both Ed 
and Cecile for organizing this wonderful event! The goal for the 20th Annual Bunny 
Run is 2000 Bunnies! Shop the day after Easter for 75% off on all Bunnies! 
 
One of our terrific sponsors, Zip Corvette, is holding their annual Customer Apprecia-
tion Cruise-In on Saturday, May 2. We hope you will join us for a day for celebrating 
all things Corvette. They will have food, door prizes, discounts and music! There is no 
entry fee and you do not need to RSVP. Just show up - and bring your Corvette, of course!  I hope CCR will 
come out and support this event and enjoy the day, and the hot dogs and hamburgers! 
 
One of our premiere events is the CCR Corvette Roundup to be held on Saturday, June 6. We hope many 
members will come out and support this show. You can also help by donating items for the silent raffle, and 
by volunteering to help with the days activities. You can turn in your raffle items to me or Marcie. 
 
April activities begin with Vettes On The Beach. I will be leading a group of CCR members to this show in 
Virginia Beach on Saturday, April 2nd. Meet me at 8 AM at the VDOT welcome center on I 64 at Mile Marker 
213. We will depart at 8:15 AM. You can sign up to join us in the event section on our web site. 
 
Our membership meeting is on the West End on Friday April 10. Following the meeting we will have our so-
cial gathering at Mexico Restaurant on Broad Street in the Insbrook Shopping Center. There will be tacos 
and enchiladas, and all the fixings, chips and salsa, soft drinks, tea, and coffee, all for $15 per couple of $8 
single. Please join us! 
 
Not an official CCR event, but nevertheless an event deserving CCR member support, is the All American 
Muscle Car Cruise In to be held at New Kent Winery on Saturday, April 11. The CCR New Kent contingent 
are instrumental in organizing this new show, and it should be a good time for all. See this newsletter for 
more details and come on out! I plan to get the Nomad out of hibernation for this show! 
 
Celebrate the end of the tax season with a Cruise to Captain Billy's for seafood! Lori and Dave Dolan have 
organized this event for years and it is a blast! Many are signed up already but there is almost always room 
for more! Contact Lori or Dave to attend! 
 
And to conclude April activities Bubba and Donna Carr are again organizing the RIR Corral. Come early and 
mingle with your CCR friends, and then enjoy some great NASCAR Sprint Cup Racing! 
 
Don't forget our CCR Christmas Dinner Dance at the Meadowbrook Country Club on Saturday, December 
5th. We have a great band booked that I think will knock your socks off and make you want to Dance, 
Dance, Dance! Don't miss it! 
 
Happy Easter everyone! 
 
Your CCR buddy, 
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Note from the Editor 

Please make sure all articles, event recaps, and any other information is sent to the Newsletter 
Editor by the 25th of each month.   
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April 
Cheryl Maddern  4/2 

Butch Bendl   4/3 

Martha Bendl  4/4 

Rob Bickert   4/4 

Stephen Harper  4/5 

Lynden Garland  4/6 

Herbert Pegram  4/6 

Marlin Fegely  4/7 

Dorine Mahan  4/7 

Harold Hutson  4/8 

Danny Madison  4/8 

Bill Tresler   4/8 

John Ficklin   4/11 

Doug Woods   4/11 

Cecile Custer   4/15 

Chris Yianni   4/15 

Linda Dunn   4/17 

Walter Johnson Jr.  4/17 

Janet Bugay   4/20 

Paul Murman  4/21 

Faye Buren   4/22 

Fran Cummings  4/23 

Nicole Bailey  4/25 

Nancy Kavcalieratos 4/25 

David Sadowski  4/25 

Barrie Deis   4/26 

Cynthia Porter  4/27 

Jo Chesser   4/29 

Nancy Harrison  4/29 

 

A Very “Hoppy” Birthday to those members celebrating birthdays 
this month. May there be a shiny, new surprise in your driveway!  
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Saturday, Apr. 4 Vetts at the Beach Kirby  

       Montgomery 

Friday, Apr. 10 Membership Meeting (West End) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Mexico Restaurant 

Saturday, Apr. 11 All-American Muscle Car Celebration Mel Belcher 

Saturday, Apr. 18 Captain Billy’s Dolans 

Saturday, Apr. 25 RIR Corral Bubba Carr 

Saturday, May 2 Zip Corvette Open House Ray Wells 

Friday, May 8 Membership Meeting (South Side) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Dubosky’s 

Saturday, June 6 CCR Round-up Kirby Montgomery 

Sunday, June 7 Ride For Kids Barrie Deis 

Friday, June 12 Membership Meeting (South Side) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Todd’s 

Saturday, June 13 Wedding Celebration Cook Out Brandon Kindall 

Saturday, June 20 Progressive Dinner New Kent Cont. 

Friday, July 10 Membership Meeting (West End) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Montgomery’s 

Friday, Aug. 14 Membership Meeting (West End) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Starr’s 

Friday, Aug. 28-30 Corvettes at Carlisle Dolans 

Friday, Sept. 11 Membership Meeting (South Side) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: TBD 

Saturday, Sept. 12 RIR Corral Bubba Carr 

Saturday, Sept. 26 ‘Vettes for Vets– Williamsburg Kirby 

     Montgomery 

 

 



April General Membership Meeting 
 

Friday, April 10th at our West End Location 

 Our next General Membership Meeting will take place on Friday, 

April 10th, at 7:30 PM at the Markel Corporation Building in Innsbrook,  4521 Highwoods Parkway, 
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060. There is plenty of parking available. So come early to visit in the parking 
lot with other members! 

Meeting Directions (West End) 

 From I-295, take exit 51B for Nuckols Road South.  

 From Nuckols Road, turn right at the first traffic light onto Sadler Road.  

 Take the next left turn onto Sadler Place.  

 Take an immediate right onto Highwoods Parkway.  

 Take the first left into the parking lot (you will see the "Markel" sign).  

 The Markel Building will be directly in front of you. Enter under the carport on the right side 
of the building as you face it 

 

After Meeting Party, Friday, April 10th 

Come join us at Mexico Restaurant on Broad Street in the Insbrook Shopping Center.  There will be 
tacos and enchiladas, and all the fixings, chips and salsa, soft drinks, tea, and coffee, all for $15 per 
couple of $8 single. 
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MARCH MEETING’S BIG WINNERS 
CONGRATUALATIONS!!!!! 

$5 Handshake—Tyler Garrett  

50/50 Winner—Brent Tyree 

 

Dinner Ticket—Mel Rice 
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James & Tiffany 
Wilson 
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Event Recap 19th Annual Bunny Run 
ODs—Ed & Cecile Custer 

Saturday March 28, 2015, was a sunny but very cold day. Thanks to Joe Cifelli for having a place 

for us to stay warm at our staging site. The 23 beautiful Corvettes sparkled as we roared into Chil-

dren’s Hospital. Due to the cold weather, CCR members, with the help of students from the Robi-

ous Middle School Interact Club, quickly unloaded their precious cargo of 1903 plush bunnies to 

the delight and applause of the patients, their families and hospital staff. Thanks to Cindy Gate-

wood (not a CCR member) for again being Peter Rabbit. After visiting with the patients some very 

hungry bunny wranglers headed to Mission BBQ for lunch. Many thanks to everyone who made 

donations and especially those who braved the cold and turned out for the event. The Bunny Run 

is successful only due to your hard work and generosity with collecting and donating bunnies. So 

hop to it hit all of the after Easter sales and/or ask merchants to donate their leftover bunnies so 

we can stock up for next year and make Bunny Run 20 the biggest and best yet. Speaking of next 

year, mark your calendars now for Bunny Run 20 which will be held on Saturday, March 19, 2016.  
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Vetts at the Beach 
OD—Kirby Montgomery 

Upcoming Event 
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Upcoming Event  
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All-American  Muscle 
Car Celebration 

Upcoming Event 
April 11, 2015 

Show & Wine Festival – New Kent Winery – 11AM-4PM 
Presented by: The Rotary Club of New Kent 

Sponsored by: 

Progressive Engineering & Progressive Heat Treating 

ZAI Zimmerman Associates, Inc 

Net Proceeds benefit: ‘The Families of the Wounded Fund’  

This fund supports the families of wounded veterans with traumatic injuries at Hunter Holms 
McGuire VA Medical Center.  The Families of the Wounded Fund directs 100% of the donations to as-

sist these families who come from across the nation to help their loved ones heal. 

Vehicle Registration 
$25 if preregistered by March 31, 2015 – $35 after March 31, 2015 and at the gate 

Registration fee includes one parking space in show, two show admission tickets and a gift bag 
1st, 2nd, & 3rd place trophies will be awarded in multiple Classic & Contemporary 

Ford, GM, MOPAR, Corvette, Mustang, Sports, Custom & Street Rod Classes 
 

Step 1 – Complete Form  

Name (print)             

Street Address            

City         State  Zip   

Phone    Email          

Year  Make    Model    Color    

Body Style     Engine Cubic Inches   Horsepower   

Modifications             

Car Club Affiliation(s)            

Step 2 Read this Disclaimer, Sign & Date Form and Mail with Payment 
I understand and agree that the All American Muscle Car Celebration, the Rotary Club of New Kent, 
New Kent Winery, Show Sponsors and all those involved with the show cannot be held responsible for 
injury, loss, theft, or damages occurring to me, my guest or vehicle, before, during, or after the show.  I 
also agree to permit those named above to use photographs and or video of me, my guest and my vehi-
cle taken in connection with the event, for future publicity, advertising or commercial purposes. 

 
Signature        Date     $25 Pre-
registration Postmark Deadline: March 31, 2015 – $35 after March 31st Postmark and at Gate 

Mail with payment to: Rotary Club of New Kent, P O Box 394, Providence Forge, VA 23140 
Register online: www.musclecarcelebration.com  
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15th Annual CCR Crab 
Cruise 

Upcoming Event 
OD—Dave & Lori Dolan 

I hope you've marked your calendars for Sat., 

April 18 for our annual trek to Capt. Billy's 

Crab House.  Pleases make sure you've 

signed up for this event so that I can give the 

restaurant a good headcount.  Sign up onlne, 

or sign the Events Books at the March meeting or call me (H - 346- 

          5266, C - 640-9338). 

 
This is a really easy caravan—no white knuckle driving here—and  

whether you’re looking out your side windows at the gorgeous 

spring scenery or looking at the row of Vettes in front of and be-

hind you—your view will be fabulous!  Like last year, we will drive 

straight through and won't stop for a break at Hornes.  The drive 

will take about an hour and 15 minutes, so I think our bladders will 

hold.  On our way home we'll stop at Hornes for some ice cream 

and I'll check out their merchandise. 

 

DETAILS:  We’ll meet at 1 pm behind the Burger King at 

Atlee Station Road & Chamberlayne Road (Route 301).  

We’ll take roll, sell some 50/50 tickets, have a brief drivers’ 

meeting and depart at 1:15.  Since this is a rain or shine 

event, if the weather is bad or you’re bringing guests, feel 

free to drive your OTC (Other Than Corvette). OTCs are fine…they just have to be at the back of 

our caravan!!  Don’t forget your nametags 

and, if you’ve got a Club Radio, bring it. 
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If you want to participate in the RIR Race Day Car Corral, call Justin Johnson at (804)228-7694 to 

purchase your tickets. The Corral package is $99 (+ processing fee). Included in this package: 

• Two (2) Sprint Section Toyota Owners 400 Tickets ($120 value) 

• Two (2) Pre-Race Pit Passes 

• Designated, on-site, paved and marked space with easy entry and exit (includes staffing by 

RIR throughout the day and during the race) 

• Post Race Track Laps (date to be determined)—5 laps per vehicle ($20 value) 

After you purchase your tickets, please register on the events page at the CCR website so we'll 

know how many cars we have participating. 

We will meet at 9:00am on Saturday, April 25, at the Lowes at 4551 S Laburnum Ave., Henrico, VA 

23231. We will leave the lot at 9:15am to caravan to the track.  

If you have any questions, please call Bubba at (804)356-8731. 

Hope to see you there! 
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RIR Car Corral 
OD—Bubba Carr 

Upcoming Event 
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Zip Open House Upcoming Event 
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2015 PROJECT LIFESAVER CAR S HOW 

MAY 9, 2015 

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

O.D.  Duane and Peg Maloy 
James City County Police and the Classic Cruisers Car Club present the 6th Annual "Project Lifesav-

er" Car show.  "Bringing Loved Ones Home"  Open to all show vehicles (bikes, trucks, cars)  Awards 

for TOP 35, Best of Show, Best TRUCK< Best Motorcycle and Kids Choice 

Trophies provided by Nationwide Insurance - Elane Oble. 

 

All CCR members are invited to join Peg and I at the above mentioned car show on May 9, 2015.  All 

proceeds to benefit The James City County "Bringing Loves Ones Home" program.   This is a pro-

gram that uses radio transmitters to track clients that have Alzheimer's and related mental dysfunc-

tion disorders.  Registration is $10 per vehicle plus a Canned Food Item on the day of the show.  

The event is being held at WARHILL HIGH SCHOOL, 4615 Opportunity Way, Williamsburg, VA.  

Show registration is from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  Judging will be 12:00-1:00 with awards at 3:00 

PM. 

 

If you plan on attending, please sign up on the web site so we know who to wait for at the designated 

meet spot the day of the event.  This location and time will be announced in a few days. 
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Project Life Save Car Show 
 

Upcoming Event 
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Project Life Save Car Show 
May 9, 2015                OD—Peggy Maloy 

Upcoming Event 
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Project Life Save Car Show 
May 9, 2015                OD—Peggy Maloy 

Upcoming Event 
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 Upcoming Event 
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 Upcoming Event continued 
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Ride for Kids 
Sunday June 7, 2015        OD—Barrie Deis 

Upcoming Event 
The Ride for Kids program is a national series of motorcycle rides that supports the work of the 

Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. Their mission is to eliminate the challenges of childhood brain 

tumors by funding medical research and family support programs. 

Approximately 28,000 people in the United States are living with the diagnosis of a pediatric brain 

tumor, with 13 more children diagnosed each day. 

When Ride for Kids began in 1984, the diagnosis of a child’s brain tumor was a virtual death sen-

tence. There was very little research being done into the disease, treatments were ineffective or 

harsh, and most children did not survive to adulthood. 

Since then, motorcyclists have helped the PBTF change that reality. Their efforts have made them 

the world’s largest non-governmental funder of pediatric brain tumor research. From developing 

improved treatment options to offering college scholarships to brain tumor survivors, Ride for Kids 

is dedicated to making a difference in children's lives. 

In 2015, Ride for Kids celebrates its 32nd year of raising awareness and funds. Their fun-filled, 

family-friendly rides will take place in 37 locations across the country, featuring moving stories 

from local brain tumor survivors and their families. 

The Richmond Ride for Kids event is to take place on Sunday, June 7. Registration begins at 

9:00 and the ride leaves promptly at 10:00,   The event is being held at the Richmond Times-

Dispatch Operation Center off Route 301 in Hanover.  This has been in the past a motorcycle 

event but the Corvette Club of Richmond has been invited to join this year and participate in the 

ride itself. This will be a first in the 32 year history of the Ride for Kids. We will be allowed 20 

vettes.   Last year, CCR was invited to be the events guest and show our vettes.  Nine club mem-

bers came to the event and were impressed at the size and organization of the event.  The actual 

ride lasts about 75 minutes and travels through Hanover and Prince William Counties.  It is 100% 

escorted by the local police and does not stop once it starts.  Yes, we get to run red lights and the 

police get to watch us do it.  CCR members do not have to do the ride if they choose not to ride.  

Prior to the ride  juice, coffee and donuts are served.  Following the ride, lunch is provided to    



everyone.  A program follows where interviews take place with some of the children with brain tu-

mors. An update on the progress for a cure is given by the research doctors, the announcement 

of how much money was raised that day for the event, the top fundraisers, the top club fundrais-

ers and then drawing for door prizes including the awarding of a brand new 2015 Honda motorcy-

cle.  The event will conclude around 1:30. 

This event is free to everyone but it is a fundraising event and almost everyone makes a dona-

tion.  Last years Richmond ride raised over $32,000.  To make a donation, you can make out a 

check to Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation or P.B.T.F.U.S.  Other possible fundraising ideas are 

to solicit donations from your friends, family or co-workers.  Don't forget matching gifts from your 

employer.  Another idea is to raffle, auction, or solicit donations with the prize being the winner 

gets to drive your vette in the event. Remember, it's police escorted and the max speed will be 35 

mph.  All donations are 100% tax deductible.  If wish to donate but aren't one of the 20 vettes at 

the ride, you can still attend or give your donation to anyone who is participating from CCR.  CCR 

participants will select CCR for credit towards the club raising the most money.  Last year, Rich-

mond Riders Motorcycle Club won with over $9000 raised.  CCR members have already raised 

over $1,000.  To date, for 2015, over $332,000 has been raised across the country so far. 

 

If you have any questions about the event, con-

tact Barrie Deis, (804) 557-3144,                    

barriedeis@yahoo.com, or visit the Ride for Kids 

website at www.rideforkids.org. 
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Ride for Kids 
Sunday June 7, 2015  

OD—Barrie Deis 

Upcoming Event 
Cont.   
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Vicki and I are tying the knot on April 11th in Ohio 

near our family.  Because we want to celebrate this 

BIG event with all of our friends, we invite you to 

come celebrate our wedding at our home in 

McKenney, VA on June 13th at 4pm until whenever.  

We will have the classic grilling food- hamburgers 

and hot dogs.  We will provide the main course and 

beverages, including some of the adult variety 

(please feel free to bring your own personal favor-

ite.) We ask that you bring a desert or side to share with all, as well as chairs and canopy tents, as 

this will be an outdoor event should the weather cooperate.  We will have lawn games available and 

should the desire hit us, plenty of firewood for an evening fire.  Come join us for an evening of fun 

and fellowship. 

Just as a heads up, our drive-way consists of gravel and we will park in the yard.  Corvettes are obvi-

ously welcome, but we wanted to give you the parking situation ahead of time for those who only 

park their rides on paved surfaces. 

Please sign up in the event books or online.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us 

at: brandonkindall@gmail.com, vickifetzer@gmail.com or 434-298-1227.  

We look forward to having each of you at our home 

to celebrate our upcoming wedding! 

 

 

Wedding Celebration 

OD—Brandon Kindall &   
Vicki Fetzer (soon to be Kindall) 

Upcoming Event 



Attention CCR members!  Get your game on!  June 20 will be the 5th annual Progressive Dinner 
hosted by “the New Kent Contingent.”  This year is the All American Sports  Progressive Tailgating 
Dinner, so dress up in your favorite team’s colors and logos, or just good ol’ red, white, and blue.  
The festivities will start around 11:00 am (meeting point TBD) and end around 7:00 pm-ish…..The 
cost is the same as last year, $25.00 a person, or $50.00 a couple.  All food and beverage is in-
cluded.   The deadline for signing up is Friday, June 5.   

Please make checks payable to Mary Belcher and mail to:     
8050 Vineyards Parkway 
New Kent, VA  23124 
 

Optional Activity:  Instead of a poker run we will have a sports “jeopardy” game.  The entry fee is 
$10.00 a person.  There will be various sports categories.  At each of the 5 stops, each entrant will 
choose a category and how many points they are willing to risk.  A correct answer wins the points.  
Incorrect answers will have the points deducted.  At the final stop there will be a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place winner, (based on total points) to split the pot. 
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Progressive Dinner Upcoming Event 
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Corvettes at Carlisle 
by Lori Dolan  Upcoming Event 

2015 Corvettes at Carlisle will run August 28-30, 2014.  Not familiar with this event?  Well then, 
their website will give you ALL the info you could possibly want.  Check it out!  Register online 
(http://www.carlisleevents.com/carlisle-events/corvettes-at-carlisle/) or call 717-243-7855 today!     

 

Dave and I are driving up Friday morning August 28 and if you would like to join our caravan, meet 
us in the River City Diner parking lot at Parham Road and Route 1, just off I-95.  We will meet at 
8:00 and depart at 8:15 a.m.  If you need to reach this caravan en route, call Dave at (804) 640-
9338.  

 
Again this year we’re staying close to Carlisle—at the Howard Johnsons 
(1245 Harrisburg Pike, Carlisle PA 17013 - 717/243-5411).  We've never 
stayed here and aren't sure what to expect given the age of the place!  But, 
the location is great and getting to the fairgrounds will be a snap!  Hotels fill 
up quickly, so if you are heading to Carlisle in August, you'd better find a 
hotel soon. 

 
One of the highlights of Corvettes at Carlisle is the Saturday evening parade.  Hundreds of Cor-
vettes make their way from the fairgrounds to downtown and then park in the middle of the street 
so the crowds can check out all the beautiful Vettes.  You can stay with your car or hit the many 
downtown shops, restaurants and bars.  We’ve been to Carlisle many times, but last year was the 
first year that Dave and I participated in this parade.  We've been in a lot of parades, but this had 
the biggest turnout I had ever seen!  You can view the parade for yourself on line.  I keyed in Cor-
vettes at Carlisle 2014 Parade and found 2 Utube versions.  We’re seen at about 6 minutes 30 
seconds in one and then the 2nd video we’re about 6 min 40 secs.  That's us in our yellow converti-
ble below.   

 

Note that PA 7-11s and grocery stores do not sell beer, so plan to bring what you’ll want for the 
weekend or else you have to get it from a distributor. When you pack, remember your nametags, 
CCR windshield decal, Club apparel and Club radios.  

 



60 YEARS OF GREAT AMERICAN PERFORMANCE: GM CELEBRATES 

THE SMALL‐BLOCK’S ANNIVERSARY 
By: Jim Koscs.  Originally posted on March 16, 2015  http://www.hagerty.com/Articles-
Videos/Articles/2015/03/16/Great-American-Performance#.VQ9O_kDy57M.mailto 

It’s an engine that has touched so many lives that, no matter where your car brand loyalty lies, 

chances are good that you’ve got a personal story about one. It has powered tens of millions of pas-

senger cars, trucks, race machines and boats. Calling it an American icon would not be an over-

statement or hype. 

“It” is the Chevy small-block V-8, and General Motors is celebrating this influential engine’s 60th an-

niversary. 

Introduced as a durable yet inexpensive-to-build upgrade engine in the 1955 Chevrolet line, the se-

cond V-8 in the brand’s history (the first was in 1917) was as warmly embraced by average car buy-

ers as by hotrodders. The engine, which Chevy called the Turbo Fire, wasn’t nicknamed the “small-

block” until the Mk. IV “big-block” arrived in 1965. 

While GM’s Gen IV and Gen V V-8s power new Corvettes, Camaros, pickups and SUVs, the original 

small-block continues in production for marine use and as a series of crate engines for hotrodders, 

racers and builders. 

Looking back six decades, the circumstances that made the small-block a legend can seem almost 

coincidental. Chevy was already developing a small-displacement V-8 when Ed Cole, who’d headed 

development of the Cadillac V-8, was put in charge of Chevy engineering in 1952. He immediately 

scrapped the V-8 project to develop something truly innovative and in tune with Chevy’s character. 

In New York, meanwhile, seeing the Motorama Corvette show car inspired the Belgian-born Russian 

engineer Zora-Arkus Duntov to seek employment with Chevrolet. Duntov had developed an over-

head-valve conversion for the Ford flathead and had driven a Cadillac-powered Allard at Le Mans, 

so he knew a thing or two about American V-8s. At Chevrolet, he saw in the new V-8 great potential 

to attract the youth market. 

 

                   in the news 
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Taking a bold step, Duntov sent his boss, Maurice Olley, a memo he titled, "Thoughts Pertaining 

to Youth, Hot Rodders and Chevrolet.” Duntov made the case for offering a line of factory perfor-

mance parts for the Chevy V-8 as a way to attract a new generation of customers to the brand. 

One passage from the memo, in particular, captured Duntov’s intuition for engineering and mar-

keting: 

Cole eventually got on board, and Duntov would go on to lead Corvette engineering. His ideas for 

the small-block would upend American performance and hotrodding. With the small-block, Duntov 

saved the floundering Corvette from an early demise, and the Corvette program in turn helped en-

sure continual performance development for the small-block. 

The features that made the new Chevy engine lighter and less costly to build versus other V-8s 

also endowed it with good breathing, reliability and durability. Its thin-wall block casting ended at 

the crankshaft centerline, unlike the deep-skirted blocks used on other V-8s. Mounting stamped-

steel rockers to ball studs rather than using a traditional rocker shaft arrangement saved cost and 

lightened the valve train considerably, giving the small-block high-rev potential. 

The 265 cu. in. Chevy V-8 debuted with 162 hp using a 2-barrel carburetor and 180 hp with an 

optional Power Pack – a 4-barrel carb and dual exhausts. The 1955 Corvette got its own version 

with a “Duntov cam” for 195 hp. 

Displacement grew to 283 cubes in 1957, when mechanical fuel injection was offered for both the 

Corvette and regular Chevys. Ads touted America’s first engine with one horsepower per cubic 

inch. In addition to Chevy’s own performance parts, the aftermarket exploded with choices for 

hotrodders. A bigger bore and longer stroke yielded 327 cubic inches in 1962, and interchangea-

bility within the small-block family bolstered performance potential. 

A string of legendary small-blocks originated with the Corvette and later, the Camaro, a tradition 

that continues to this day. Among the 1960s Corvette gems were the 375-hp L-84 fuel-injected 

327 and its hydraulic-cam, 4-barrel carb sibling, the L-79. This 350-horse version was also availa-

ble in the Chevelle, and for 1966 the option turned the Chevy II Nova into a budget muscle car. 

When Chevy fielded the Camaro Z/28 to compete in the Trans-Am racing series, it borrowed a 
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trick from oval-track racers who’d been putting a 283 crankshaft in a 327 block to get a high-revving 

302. Chevy stuffed the production version with its best high-performance parts. 

The 350 cu.-in. small-block debuted in the 1967 Camaro and then proliferated throughout the 

Chevy line. At the dawn of the low-compression, low-emissions era, Chevy kept performance alive 

with the 250-hp (net) L-82 in the Corvette and Z/28. 

You didn't need one of the high-performance versions to have fun, though. Almost any small-block 

had some hop-up potential. And, performance wasn’t the engine’s only calling card. Millions of driv-

ers enjoyed its reliability and durability in everyday cars and trucks. The small-block eventually be-

came GM’s mainstay V-8, powering vehicles from all of the corporation’s brands, except Saturn. 

In the mid-1980s, electronically controlled Tuned Port Injection brought performance back to the 

Corvette and Camaro. And in 1990, the Corvette ZR1 introduced a radical DOHC aluminum small-

block, engineered with help from Lotus in England. 

The Gen II brought another big performance jump for 1993, thanks to such improvements as re-

verse cooling, which allowed higher compression ratios. With up to 330 net hp in the 1996 Corvette, 

the Gen II was more powerful than most of its Gen I ancestors. 

In 1997, the truly new Gen III small-block debuted as the aluminum LS1 in the ’Vette, and then in 

the Camaro Z28 and Pontiac Firebird models the following year. This modern engine kept key ele-

ments of the original, including 4.4-inch bore centers (the center-to-center distance between cylin-

ders) and two valves per cylinder actuated by pushrods operated by a single camshaft. 

Indeed, the newest Gen V engine in the Corvette Stingray still shares those attributes. Features like 

variable valve timing and cylinder deactivation have helped the modern small-blocks deliver higher 

fuel economy. 

GM doesn't label its sole family of gasoline V-8s “Chevy” these days, and the continuity from the 

original small-block is more of a marketing strategy than an engineering reality. But that’s also true 

of other engines that are intrinsically linked with their brand’s heritage, including the Chrysler HEMI, 

Ferrari V-12 and Porsche flat-six. 

After 60 years, that’s mighty good company to be in. 
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REVS & RUMBLES @  

By Barry Roper, NCM Ambassador/Lifetime Member 

 

 
It's April and seemingly a return to Corvette favorable weather is upon us.  While our thoughts are 

understandably focused on CCR's upcoming schedule of events, Corvette club members around 

the country are similarly readying their cars for participation in their clubs' 

Spring activities. 

 

Each year during the NCM's Anniversary Celebration in August, the NCM 

recognizes 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place club winners in the categories of Best 

Newsletters and Best Website.  If one is inclined to venture beyond our 

own view of the road, some time spent perusing some of the featured 

newsletters and websites can expand awareness of how other clubs structure their calendar of 

events, attract new members, and recognize their members' involvement.  The winners and their 

websites are listed below. 

 

 

Newsletter - 1st Place: Down The Road Corvettes, Lakewood, CO 

                                      downtheroadcorvettes.org 

                     2nd Place:  Glass Odyssey Corvette Club, Kitsap Co, WA 

                                       kitsapvettes.org 

                     3rd Place: Lone Star Corvette Club, TX 

                                       lonestarcorvetteclub.com  

Website - 1st Place: Central Jersey Corvette Club 

                                       centraljerseycorvetteclub.com 

                2nd Place: Suburban Corvettes of MN 

                                       suburbancorvettesofmn.com 

                3rd Place: Corvette Club of Santa Barbara, CA 

                                       corvetteclubofsantabarbara.com   

 

 

 



Take a look at some of these presentations if you're inter-

ested and see if any of their ideas or promotions might be 

considered for inclusion in our future planning.  CCR has 

traditionally worked to present a well rounded program but 

there's always room for new ideas and adventures.   

 

 

Finally, I can't let an opportunity pass to acknowledge an-

other CCR member who has taken to heart our ongoing 

efforts to support the NCM at every opportunity.  Brandon 

Kindall, our oh-so-worthy Newsletter Editor, let me know he 

has purchased a Lifetime membership in the NCM and his 

donation has been added to CCR's total.  A very sincere 

Thanks, Brandon!!  
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THE NCM CONT... 

 



Why America's first astronauts all drove Corvettes 

Alan Shepard showed up to space 

training in 1959 driving his '57 

Chevy Corvette. After becoming the 

first American in space 50 years 

ago this very day, GM handed over 

the keys to a special 1962 Corvette as 

thanks for his bravery. And thus be-

gan a love affair between Astro-

nauts and Corvettes. 

Though we must credit Shepard with being the first astronaut we know of to own a Corvette, former 

Indy 500 winner and GM dealer Jim Rathmann deserved credit for making sure the guys with The 

Right Stuff all drove the same car. With a Caddilac-Corvette dealership close to the Space Center in 

Florida, Rathmann offered astronauts "special" lease terms. 

According to GM, six of the Mercury astronauts took advantage of the arrangement and drove out 

with Corvettes. Shepard and Virgil "Gus" Grissom famously dueled in their Corvettes, with Grissom 

upgrading his '67 with faster gearing and room for wider racing tires. 

In 1969, Apollo 12 astronauts Dick Gordon, Charles Conrad, and Alan Bean were so smitten with the 

'Vette they all ordered custom 390-hp 427 Stingray coupes made out with a gold-on-black color 

scheme designed by Bean himself. 

NASA worried photos of them in the cars would serve as an official endorsement, and rightly so. The 

image of the three of them atop their Corvettes just makes you want to climb into one, even today. 

The association with astronauts was further strengthened by Tom Wolfe's book "The Right Stuff" 

and in films like Apollo 13 and Terms of Endearment. Even James T. Kirk drives a '65 Corvette in 

the latest Star Trek movie. 

Despite the help of a local dealer, the astronauts of the era would probably have still chosen the 

American vehicles most like their own spaceships: small, fast, and hi-tech. 
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On Saturday, May 7th in Cocoa Beach, Florida a parade commemorating the 50th anniversary of 

Shepard's flight will include 30 or so surviving astronauts in Corvettes from the proper generations. 

It's worth pointing out that one of the original astronauts did not drive a Corvette. John Glenn decid-

ed to get a station wagon because he had a family. We're guessing Glenn was also the designated 

driver for the astronaut's many outings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original article was posted on 5/5/11 at http://jalopnik.com/5799011/why-americas-first-astronauts-all-drove-corvettes 
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CORVETTE RACING AT SEBRING: A Florida Sweep for No. 3 Corvette C7.R 
Briscoe, Garcia, Magnussen follow Rolex 24 win with Sebring 12 Hours victory 

 Ninth class win at Sebring for Corvette Racing since 2002 
 No. 3 Corvette C7.R increases early-season GT Le Mans championship lead 
 No. 4 Corvette strong early before mechanical issues sideline challenge 

SEBRING, Fla. - Corvette Racing won in class for the ninth time at the 63rd Mobil 1 Twelve Hours 
of Sebring Fueled by Fresh from Florida as Ryan Briscoe, Antonio Garcia and Jan Magnussen added 
Saturday's GT Le Mans (GTLM) victory to their Rolex 24 At Daytona win from January. The trio 
started the TUDOR United SportsCar Championship season with consecutive victories and lead in 
GTLM points after two rounds. 

Garcia won by nearly one minute as the Corvette Racing team played out its fuel strategy perfectly. 
Garcia pitted with 54 minutes remaining and stayed consistent as two cars ahead of him fell into 
trouble. Briscoe recovered from a small spin in his opening stints to post his fastest laps of the 
race, and quick pit work by the Corvette Racing crew and a key out lap by Magnussen early in the 
race gained two positions during a full-course caution period. 

The winning Corvette completed 330 laps for 1,221 miles. 

"The win by the No. 3 Corvette C7.R team in the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring was a total team 
effort by everyone at Corvette Racing," said Jim Campbell, Chevrolet U.S. Vice President, Perfor-
mance Vehicles and Motorsports. "The win was the result of great driving, quick pit stop by the 
crew and strong race strategy. Congratulations to Jan Magnussen, Antonio Garcia and Ryan Briscoe 
and the team on winning today. 

"We were very proud to have so many Corvette owners on hand to watch the No. 3 C7.R become 
the first team and driver combination to win their class in both the Rolex 24 At Daytona and the 
Sebring 12 Hours in 15 years," Campbell added. 

Saturday's win was Magnussen's fourth at Sebring - all with Corvette Racing. Garcia won for the 
second time at the event to go along with his 2009 victory, also with Corvette Racing. Briscoe like-
wise is now a two-time Sebring winner. 

On the other end of the spectrum, the No. 4 Corvette C7.R of Oliver Gavin, Tommy Milner and Si-
mon Pagenaud left the race with less than two hours remaining with a mechanical issue. The trio 
had challenged for the class podium in the race's opening half. 

After two races in the TUDOR Championship, Chevrolet and Corvette Racing lead all three point ta-
bles. Chevrolet increased its lead in the GTLM Manufacturer championship, as does the No. 3 Cor-
vette C7.R in the team standings. 
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The No. 3 Corvette C7.R also won its second straight race in the Tequila Patrón North American En-
durance Cup and leads in driver and team championship points. Chevrolet extended its lead in the 
manufacturer standings. 

The next round of the TUDOR United SportsCar Championship is the Tequila Patrón Sports Car 
Showcase from the Long Beach (Calif.) street circuit on Saturday, April 18. FOX Sports 1 will air the 
race starting at 4 p.m. ET on Sunday, April 19. Live radio coverage will be available via IMSA Ra-
dio. 

ANTONIO GARCIA, CORVETTE RACING NO. 3 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R - RACE WINNER 

WHAT WAS THE KEY TO GETTING THIS WIN? 

"I think strategy was a key thing here. I mean we definitely didn't have the fastest car out there, 
but consistency was the key thing. We were putting pressure on them. Even though we were not 
able to be in the lead and pull away like at Daytona, we were hammering (the leaders). We didn't 
want them to bail or just to take it easy. Maybe that is why they caught some problems, but at the 
end strategy was the key thing. Maybe they would run into problems, but they had to stop anyway. 
So, for Corvette Racing again the strategy was brilliant. I'm pretty happy for these two guys 
(Magnussen and Briscoe) and two in a row. I can't say more." 

JAN MAGNUSSEN, CORVETTE RACING NO. 3 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R - RACE WINNER 

THIS IS YOUR FOURTH WIN HERE AT SEBRING WHERE DOES THIS ONE RANK? 

"Sebring ranks high. It's one of the biggest victories you can get. To win this way like was said be-
fore we didn't have the fastest car, but we had a fantastic team and good strategy. Antonio, the 
closer, was fantastic. 

"I have to say that two hours before the end of it, I didn't think we would have a shot at winning. 
Once it became a fuel race, everything changed. We knew that a safety car would mess things up 
again. But this another fantastic day. A big thanks to the entire Corvette Racing team and to all the 
Corvette owners who came to support us and cheer for us the whole way. It was fantastic." 

RYAN BRISCOE, CORVETTE RACING NO. 3 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R - RACE WINNER 

YOU ARE THE THIRD DRIVER NOW YOU HAVE TO STEP AWAY. HOW DIFFICULT IS THAT 
WHEN YOU ARE GOING OUT AFTER TWO RACE WINS? 

"I know, it's hard, I wish I could stay and be the third guy at all the races. What a great start to the 
year. This team has just been working tirelessly. We had some bad luck in these first two races last 

year. I think it's really turned around for us. I mean just not making mistakes. The car has just  
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been absolutely rock solid. I'm just so thrilled to be a part of this team and winning races. It's awe-
some. 

"This was just absolutely perfect running with great pit stops - purely just fuel and tires and driv-
ers. There were no problems at all. It's great to be rewarded with the wins for that preparation. 
The team is just doing a great job. I feel lucky to be a part of it all." 

OLIVER GAVIN, CORVETTE RACING NO. 3 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R - FINISHED 
9TH: "It's an unfortunate end our race with the equipment malfunction. We showed throughout 
that our Corvette C7.R had good pace. I was able to challenge and post solid laptimes in both 
stints, and I felt like we had a car that could certainly challenge for the podium. Sebring is tough on 
drivers and the cars, as we saw again today." 

TOMMY MILNER, CORVETTE RACING NO. 4 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R - FINISHED 
9TH: "What another crazy Sebring race. We felt really good about our Corvette C7.R after last 
week's test and practice this week. We struggled with pace in the heat but could challenge and 
were making gains as the temperatures dropped. A belt issue set us back first, then we had more 
mechanical trouble with Oliver in the car. It's a tough result for us. But congratulations to the 3 car 
on another great win for Corvette Racing." 

SIMON PAGENAUD, CORVETTE RACING NO. 4 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R - FINISHED 
9TH: "It has been a good time for Corvette Racing. I enjoy driving the Corvette C7.R. It is a beau-
tiful car. It is sad that this is last time I am with the team, but hopefully we will be able to be to-
gether in the future. I am quite excited to get back to my daily duties with Team Penske (No. 22 
Team Penske Chevrolet in the Verizon IndyCar Series). This was really fun, and as you know I love 
sports cars. I still feel like I belong here. I hope I can come back and race again with Corvette Rac-
ing." 

Release Date: March 21, 2015 
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Corvette Fun!! 

Words to Find: 
Corvette Stingray Coupe  Convertible Cruise  Richmond 

Chevrolet Midyear Fifty-three Pace-car Small-block Z-oh-Six 

Accolades Split-window  Astronauts 

 

We hope you enjoy this fun activity inspired by the newsletter passed around by Historian Dave 

Dolan.  Answers will be placed in the May newsletter.  Be on the look out for the hidden  item.  If 

you spot it, post your findings on the Forum section of the club webpage.  Enjoy!! 

g  t  s  k  i  t  d  b  k  y  r  p  r  c  q  h  o  c  r  u  i  s  e 

x  y  k  f  e  u  o  v  t  b  r  l  i  e  c  u  i  g  s  j  p  g  d 

a  c  o  r  v  e  t  t  e  j  f  j  c  f  i  r  s  f  i  r  h  y  p 

b  d  j  u  d  o  f  e  l  c  o  f  h  v  j  f  m  k  f  e  u  j  a 

k  d  s  d  j  f  r  d  o  l  h  f  m  u  r  d  a  h  u  i  o  v  s 

f  v  y  t  x  t  j  d  r  u  i  f  o  c  f  e  l  v  n  i  o  s  t 

i  x  u  e  i  k  x  u  v  b  z  i  n  o  a  u  l  l  q  c  s  e  r 

f  o  s  v  y  n  b  h  e  v  u  e  d  u  n  d  b  i  r  s  c  y  o 

t  i  v  m  d  y  g  n  h  l  s  y  v  p  x  u  l  k  s  p  k  r  n 

y  v  y  e  i  i  z  r  c  o  t  h  a  e  v  e  o  k  c  l  d  o  a 

t  w  k  v  y  d  f  k  a  f  y  c  k  f  p  r  c  v  u  i  v  o  u 

h  n  t  i  d  l  y  d  y  y  e  v  o  r  v  d  k  i  r  t  j  d  t 

r  i  f  t  v  j  t  e  c  c  t  k  y  f  d  f  b  m  c  w  y  e  s 

e  v  y  i  d  w  g  o  a  f  m  t  s  v  u  o  l  w  b  i  a  m  l 

e  t  f  u  l  e  x  r  w  r  f  y  d  j  t  j  s  i  b  n  s  u  l 

l  t  c  t  k  u  c  v  e  o  m  v  u  a  c  c  o  l  a  d  e  s  v 

d  z  o  h  s  i  x  b  y  d  u  l  y  d  w  b  u  p  r  o  c  i  k 

f  y  k  b  t  d  r  c  o  n  v  e  r  t  i  b  l  e  q  w  n  p  z 
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Tech Tips 
Compliments of Hagerty Insurance and John Gunnell  

Fueling the Economy 
/ John Gunnell  

 

Don’t let pricey gas ruin your hobby activities this summer. By performing routine service, practic-

ing good driving techniques and planning ahead, you might be able to keep fuel costs affordable 

and attend as many shows and events as you did last year. 

Maintenance for Better Efficiency 

We know that a well-maintained car will run better and more efficiently. There are a few relatively 

simple steps you can take to make sure your car is in top condition: 

Perform a tune-up for peak efficiency. For a tune-up, the spark plugs, points, rotor, condenser, dis-

tributor cap and timing should be checked and changed/modified as needed. Making sure that the 

carburetor is adjusted correctly (if your car is equipped with one) is very important. An overly rich 

air/fuel mixture can hurt fuel economy. 

Check the vacuum fuel pump for signs of leakage. Some modern gasoline will eat through old dia-

phragm material. In addition to wasting gas, a leaky fuel pump is dangerous. Get a rebuilt pump or 

a pump rebuilding kit with a modern diaphragm material that’s unaffected by today’s gas. 

Clean the engine. Recently, a group of hobbyists taking an automotive night school class were of-

fered the use of a MotorVac CarbonClean machine. The machine has a small fuel tank that holds a 

gallon of gas and a solution that cleans carbon from an engine. The instructor said that cars get 

three to five more miles per gallon after a MotorVac treatment. The procedure takes an hour. Re-

pair shops charge up to $150 for it. This high school shop does it for student practice and charges 

$10 (cost of the cleaning solution + gas). Check your local high school or vocational school and 

inquire about this service. 

Check tire pressure regularly. The correct amount of air in your tires and proper wheel alignment 

decreases road resistance and increases fuel economy. Check tire pressure each time you leave 

for a show or a long cruise. Tubeless tires were introduced around 1955. If you’re using tubeless 

tires on a car with non-tubeless rims, you may get slow leaks. Rotate your tires, and check and re-

set your wheel alignment regularly. 

 



Sensible Driving Practices 
Not only because it wastes gas, but drive sensibly because it's safer – for you and your car. 
 
Don’t accelerate quickly or stop on a dime; it wastes gas. These driving practices can lower gas 
mileage by as much as 33 percent at highway speeds and by five percent around town. 

Don’t speed. Fuel economy decreases at speeds over 60 mph. Most vehicles get optimum mile-

age at 35-45 mph. You pay 10 cents per gallon for every five miles an hour over 60. At 60-plus, 

fuel economy drops 7-23 percent. 

Avoid idling the engine. Idling is the same as driving and getting no miles per gallon. Monster mills 

waste more gas at idle than four bangers. When your muscle car isn’t moving, shut it off. Avoid 

the driveway “warm up.” Instead, drive slowly for the first few blocks to bring your engine up to op-

erating temperature. 

Shift properly. Many older cars, sports cars and muscle cars use manual transmissions. Shifting 

into high gear as soon as possible without lugging the engine reduces drag and uses less fuel. On 

cars with automatic transmissions, stay out of lower gears and avoid using the “kick-down” gear to 

show off your car’s acceleration. 

Use overdrive. Many older cars were equipped with it. When you use overdrive gearing, your en-

gine speed goes down and you save gas. Cruise control is rarer on old cars, but should be used 

when available. Using cruise control helps maintain a constant highway speed, which usually 

saves gas. 

Use A/C frugally. Packard was the first automaker to offer air conditioning in the 1940s. By the 

‘60s it was becoming a more common option. Today, it’s rare to find a vehicle without it. The older 

air conditioning systems aren’t as efficient as the ones today. With the air conditioning on, an old-

er car’s engine uses more fuel. You can increase gas mileage tremendously by using the A/C on-

ly when really needed. 

Plan Ahead 

Planning can increase fuel economy, whether it’s pre-planned driving or spending more time plan-

ning your route to a car show. By thinking about what’s coming up, you can anticipate moves that 

might waste gas and avoid them. 

When driving, think about that red light ahead. Take your foot off the get and let your vehicle 
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coast to a stop. Use the vehicle’s own momentum to get you to the intersection. If you know that a 

big hill is coming, increase your momentum before you start up the hill, rather than gunning the 

accelerator near the top. 

These days you can do a really good job of planning your route to a car show. Computer pro-

grams such as Streets & Trips, or online planning services like Map Quest, offer turn-by-turn in-

structions from any starting point to any destination. Many times you can pick the quickest route, the short-

est route or the most scenic route. Usually the shortest route will use the least gas. 

 

John “Gunner” Gunnell is the automotive books editor at Krause Publications in Iola, Wis., and former editor of Old 

Cars Weekly and Old Cars Price Guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Article borrowed from the  Colorado Corvette Club: http://www.coloradocorvetteclub.org/techTips.php  
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The CCR Store 
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